II
THE MAKING OF A CHRISTIAN MARXIST

1. Early Formation (1888-1910)

Frederic Hastings Smyth was born on September 28,
1888 into a prominent and wealthy family, the local elite of
Clinton, New York. His paternal grandfather, Charles Henry
Smyth, was part-owner and general manager of the Franklin
Iron Works, director of the Clinton Bank, local agent of
several coal companies and president of the company that
managed the Niagara Falls suspension bridge. The Smyth fam-
ily's background was Anglo-Irish and Loyalist. Smyth's
maternal grandmother, Alice (De Wolf) Smyth, came from a
prominent Oswego, N.Y. banking and manufacturing family.1

smyth's father, Frederick De Wolf Smyth, was eldest
of three brothers. In 1886 he helped establish and became
general manager and treasurer of the Clinton Metallic Paint
Company near his father's iron works. The company, which
used the local iron ore, a nearly pure iron oxide, to pro-
duce a non-corrodible reddish brown paint for iron bridges
and barns, flourished.?

Smyth's mother, Gertrude Earle Hastings, also came
from a prominent and wealthy Clinton family. Her great-
grandparents, Seth and Eunice (Parmele) Hastings, were early

settlers in Clinton, where both her great-grandfather and
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grandfather were doctors. She was born and raised in New
York City, where her father, Edward Augustus Hastings, was a
merchant. The family returned to Clinton in 1880. The Has-
tings were descendents of seventeenth century Puritan immi-
grants to Massachusetts. The family included numerous Con-
gregational and Presbyterian clergy, including missionaries
to Ceylon and Hawaii, the hymnist Thomas Hastings and an
early president of Union Theoclogical Seminary, New York,
Thomas Samuel Hastings.3

Family members recall Smyth's mother as very intel-
ligent and friendly but also "peculiar”, sometimes outspoken
to the point of alienating family and friends, other times
moody and withdrawﬁ. Physically, she was very short. She
lost three childreh in childbirth or infancy. Smyth's father
was athletic and outgoing, less interested in the paint
business than in hunting, fishing, golf and horse racing,
though encumbered by a club foot. He resisted his father's
pressure to become more involved in the family business and
in 1903 moved the family to Utica. He died in 1907 from
pneumonia.4

In reflecting on his childhood many vears later,
Smyth explained that the high social status of the Smyth
family in Clinton required avoiding threatening situations
in which one might lose face, such as competitive sports,
and restricted closest relationships to one's social

equals.5 Smyth's cousins recall him as a leader in their
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acﬁivities, good humoured, happy and musical. They recall
his mother as devoted but over-protective. She dressed him
in girls' clothing from an early age. He continued to play
with dolls and occasionally dress in girls' clothing into
late childhood, to-the annoyance of male family members . ©
ASmyth's letteré to his parents from February to
April 1903, when he was attending Cornwall Heights School,
Cornwall-on-Hudson, N.Y., survive. They show a fourteen-
year-old fascinated by nature, going on long hikes, collect-
ing butterflies, making an identification book of birdé and
searching for snakes in the woods. He also played tennis and
golf. While writing descriptions of adventures that must
have greatly alarmed his mother, to whom he signed his let-
ters "Pussy", he repeatedly urged her not to worry. The news
that he was continuing to knit and needed a woman's wig to
play Thisbe in the school play probably did not please his
father. His parents brought him home to attend public high
school at the Utica Free Academy.7
Smyth was raised entirely'in the Episcopal church.
Charles Henry Smyth was on the vestry of St. Jameé', Clinton
and Alice De Wolf Smyth considered herself a Tractarian.
Although raised a Congregationalist, Smyth's mother was
baptized at St. James' in 1883; his parents were married
there in 1887. Smyth was baptized on November 25, 1888, by

the Tractarian rector, Oliver Owen. Owen taught history at
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the Clinton Preparatory School which Smyth attended as a
child. Smyth corresponded with Owen from Cornwall Heights
School. When the family moved to Utica, they attended Grace
church, Utica, where Smyth sang in the choir and was con-
firmed on March 27, 1904.%

In Smyth's early development, one sees a confident
and independent child, intelligent, full of curiosity, sur-
rounded by a supportive but competitive extended family.
Smyth grew up taking wealth and privilege for granted, with
little exposure to poverty or human suffering. Relationships
with social inferiors were limited to family servants. As
the only surviving child of four, he was cherished by his
parents. He resisted his mother's over-protection and paid
little attention to his father's concerns about his effemi-
nacy. Smyth grew up taking success for granted.

This pattern continued at Hamilton College. He was a
brilliant student, maintaining a high honours average
through all four years of study, graduating with an A.B. in
1909. He became a member of Phi Beta Kappa in his junior
year. Upon graduation, the college awarded him the Root
Fellowship, entitling him to a year of study in Europe. He
was pledged to his father's fraternity, Sigma Phi, the old-
est and most prestigious on campus. He was a member of the
college glee club for four years and its leader in his final
year. Classmates and friends included Hawley Truax, later

co-founder and managing editor of the New Yorker; Robert
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Rudd, later professor of English at Hamilton and a supporter
of Smyth's Clinton oratory; and Alexander Woollcott, later
an eminent actor and drama critic. Smyth became a charter
member of the Hamilton dramatic club, the Charlatans, which
Woollcott organized. Woollcott and Smyth played the female
leads, a not uncommon practice at the time at men's
colleges.9
While students and faculty respected Smyth for his

academic and musical abilities, the college yearbook satir-
ized his social pretensions and dramatic abilities:

Little Lord Fauntle Smyth. A Social Stickler: sends his

card into class when he cuts. Also c¢limber: gets nearer

to Genesee Street [a prestigious street in Utica] every

time hiomoves. Confuses dramatic art with St. Vitus'

dance.
The yearbook also satirized Smyth's effeminacy: "The trolly
from Utica brought a winsome, olive-complected damsel, who
lightly tripped across the Campus and matriculated as
'Sister Smyth.'"™ The article went on to announce that the
Smyth-Wocllcott group had both initiated co~education at
Hamilton and established the first sorority.11 Smyth's dark
(he was sometimes mistaken as his mother's black servant)
good looks also attracted admirers. A college newspaper
editorial on respect urged réaders, "Don't tell F. Hastings
Smyth that he's pretty. He is ~- he thinks so =- he knows
it, but don't tell him. It isn't kind."12

His father's death in 1907 did not affect Smyth's
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academic work but increased the emotional bond between him
and his mother. Hamilton granted Smyth permission to spend
weekends with her in Utica. They continued to attend Grace
church in Utica but Smyth began attending the more Anglo-

13 They spent the

Catholic parish in Utica, St. George's.
summer of 1909 in Europe, travelling through England,
France, Switzerland, Germany and the Netherlands. They at-
tended Roman Catholic services in the continental cathe-
drals, including high mass at the Feast of the Assumption at
St. Mark's, Venice.l4
Family members recall that when Hamilton awarded
Smyth the Root Fellowship for overseas study, his mother,
fearing his loss, urged him to refuse it. However, family
members intervened and Smyth accepted it. At this time
Smyth's primary interest was languages. While in New York
‘visiting the physicist Ernest Fox Nichols, whose wife was
related to the Smyth family, Smyth met Max Planck. Many
years later Smyth recalled Planck's advising him that if he
was interested in languages he should study scientific ter-
minology. Smyth decided to go to the University of Berlin to
study under the eminent biochemist, Emil Fischer. Accompa-
nied by his mother, Smyth left for Berlin in May 1909,.13
There is .little record of Smyth's activities in
Berlin. He attended Fischer's lectures but later recalled

that at twenty-one he was an immature student, unable to do

any work independently. He and his mother entertained German
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friends and enjoyed Berlin's cultural resources.l® A German

friend, writing many years later recalls the young Smyth:
And suddenly I thought of you. I saw you very lively, as
the youth I knew, sitting in oriental manner, the legs
on the ?3van and your beautiful hands gripping the
ankles.

A bookplate of Smyth in a similar cross-legged pose dates

from this period or slightly later. Smyth and his mother

also travelled through Italy and Egypt. Toward the end of

their stay, Smyth's mother had a nervous breakdown and they

returned to Clinton.18

Influenced by his father's family tradition of ap-
plied sciences, Smyth decided to do graduate study in physi-
cal cﬁemistry at the Massachusetts Institute of Techn&logy
in Boston. The decision met resistance from his mothef.
Smyth sought family support to restrain her from following
him to Boston. Smyth moved to Boston alone in the fall of
1910. His mother followed a year later.l?®

Smyth's father's death was the first major adversity
in his life. It left him with a mother very emotionally
dependent upon him, unhappy with his attempts to assert his
'independence. On the positive side, however, it freed him
from someone very different from himself having authority
over him. However, the Smyth family tradition of achievement
in the sciences was very'strong and the decision to pursue

science rather than languages, drama or music was doubtless

influenced by it.
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In Smyth's first 22 years, one sees the development
of the independence, self-confidence, imagination, objecti-
vity and comprehensiveness that marked Smyth's mature years
as a Christian Marxist theologian. Already, too, he has
learned to cope with a certain degree oftmarginalization,
though for his effeminacy rather than for his theological
views. Because of his family background, he was accustomed
to- defeating or living with marginalization rather than

being defeated by it.

2. The Scientist (1910-25)

At M.I.T. Smyth studied physical chemistry and met=-
allurgy under Arthur A. Noyes, F. Jewett Moore and Charles
.Kraus} His Ph.D. thesis, written under Kraus and Noyes,
described research in two areas: the potential of the bis=~
muth electrode and sodium-lead compounds in liquid ammonia.
M.I.T. awarded Smyth a M.S. in inorganic chemistry in 1914
and a Ph.D. in 1915. In the fall of 1914 he was appointed
_instructor in chemistry, assisting in introductory inorganic
chemistry courses. 20 For several years, Frederick C. Keyes,
a fellow instructor and later chairperson of the M.I.T.
chemistry department, lived with Smyth and his mother.
Smyth's practice of science at this time was isolated from
any broader world view. He continued to play female leads in
M.I.T. dramatic productions, but with litﬁle enthusiasm.

Some years later in writing teo his uncle, Smyth described



28

the M.I.T. experience as "highly uncongenial".21

Smyth might have stayed at M.I.T. had not World
War I intervened. With the arrival of war, the U.S. govern-
ment brought prominent chemists to Washington to conduct
research on chemical weapons. James F. Norris, Professor of
General Chemistry at M.I.T., who came to Washington to set
up the organic unit, brought Smyth to Washington as his
administrative assistant. In Rugust 1917 Smyth was appointed
a First Lieutenant in the Sanitary Corps of the U.S. Army,
transferring a few months later to the newly formed Chemical
Warfare Service. In June, 1918 he was promoted to Captain.
He worked in an office adjoining the main research labora;
tory of the C.W.S. in the Ohio Building at American
University.

As Norris' assistant, Smyth did no direct laboratory
research on chemical weapons but attended meetings at which
the research was discussed and sometimes travelled to C.W.S.
facilities outside Washington. As a further contribution,
Smyth helped to design the C.W.S. insignia. He was honour=-
ably discharged from the army in December 1918.22

Smyth moved to Washington in late 1917, followed
soon afterwards by his mother. During the war Smyth had time
to read and began to develop an amateur interest in philos-
ophy. But the C.W.S. work was not satisfying. In later years

he told many people that he began to develop a sense of
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guilt at the work and to search for an alternative that
would produce life rather than death. To his uncle, C.H.
Smyth, Jr., he later commented, "the interim of the war was
a perfect nightmare."23
When the war finished, Smyth moved to the Geophysi-
cal Laboratory of the Carnegie Institute in Washington as a
research associate. However, in February 1919, his mother
suddenly died. With his mother's death, Smyth inherited
controlling interest in the Clinton Metallic Paint Company.
He stayed on at the Geophysical Laboratory for a few months
but in June resigned and returned to Clinton to become sec-
retary of the paint company. Smyth had not previously taken
much notice of the company and it is unlikely that he re-
turned to Clinton with the idea of permanently managing it.
He returned temporarily to the Geophysical Laboratory in
January 1920 to finish his research on copper oxides. In May
the Geophysical Laboratory offered him a full-time position.
Torn between returning to M.I.T. and staying in Washington,
he chose Washington.24
At the Geophysical Laboratory, Smyth's most out-
standing work was in cooperation with Leason H. Adams on the
behaviour of solid-gas equilibrium systems under high tem-
perature and pressure. In pioneering work, Adams and Smyth
constructed a high pressure chamber to simulate the pressure
of the earth in producing carbonate mineral deposits. They

described the first experiments in an article, "The System,
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Calcium Oxide~Carbon Dioxide"™, in the Journal of the Ameri-

can Chemical Society in 1923. Adams went on to become an

outstanding physical chemist and develop the work much fur-
ther. Smyth also produced two articles on copper oxides. 2>
During the years at the Geophysical Laboratory Smyth
grew increasingly unhappy with science as a profession. He
found he did not enjoy the company of scientists and his
motivation to do scientific research declined. A few years
later, defending his decision to leave science, he wrote his
uncle:
. « « the life in Washington I found utterly unsatisfac-
tory in every way except for the fact that I had good
physical equipment in the laboratory. With the exception
of Harry Washington [an eccentric but creative geologist
at the Geophysical Laboratory], I found all my associa-
tions both in and out of the laboratory utterly unin-
spiring and I was most unhappy and found the whole sum
of such a life unutterably dull. This sounds frightfully
priggish or even snobbish as 1 write it, but what it
really means is merely that science was never my main
interest in life. It never really absorbedzge and I
should have remained a mediocre scientist.
Poetry that Smyth wrote in these years expresses a weariness
with the world: "Love, I am weary of the city streets,/
Tired of the dusty light./ Gladly my over-laden spirit
greets/ The coming of the night.“27 Despite Smyth's disillu~-
sionment, his co-workers remember him as cheerful and good
humoured, without strong political views. Happy with the
carbonate research, the Geophysical Laboratory raised his
salary to $3,000 per year at the beginning of 1924 .28

In March 1924, Smyth requested a one~year leave of



31

absence to visit laboratories in England and Europe, attend
the International Geophysical Union meeting in Madrid and
investigate Italian volcanoes. He and a friend, Herbert
Dean, left the U.S. in April and spent the summer touring
England and France, including both laboratories and
cathedrals. After a serious bout with chicken pox, Smyth
returned to Washington in November . 22
Throughout the years in Boston and Washington, Smyth

continued to attend Episcopal churches. Smyth and his mother
were members of Church of the Advent, Boston, a prominent
Anglo-Catholic parish on Beacon Hill, where Smyth was active
as a server. The rector, William Harman van Allen, befriend-
ed Smyth and sought to interest him in theology. Reflecting
many years later on his experience of the Advent, Smyth
wrote:

I suspect, as a matter of fact, that 1 was converted to

the Catholic Faith through contact and the teaching of

Fr. Van Allen, while I was still a graduate student at

Tech. However, I was far from realizing.this at the Eame

and years went by before 1 took any action about it.
In 1913, Van Allen invited Smyth to meet the visiting Eng-
lish theologian, John Neville Figgis, who delivered a paper
on Chesterton.31

Another visitor to Advent was J.0.S. Huntington,

0.H.C., founder and sometime superior of the Order of the

Holy Cross. Huntington's father had been bishop of Central

New York and stayed at Smyth's grandparents' house on his
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episcopal visits to Clinton, so a family relationship had
already developed. Smyth and the 0.H.C. monk became friends
and eventually Huntington became Smyth's spiritual advi-
sor.32 Smyth participated in the more eccentrié side of
Boston Anglo-Catholicism as well. He once served as thurifer
at a mass in the private chapel of Isabella Stewart Gardner
on King Charles the Martyr Day. Smyth and his mother also
occasionally attended Trinity Church on Copley Square where
Henry Knox Sherrill was curate.33
In the war years in Washington, Smyth and his mother

attended the Bethlehem chapel in the crypt of Washington
cathedral, then under construction. Smyth later moved on to
St. Agnes Church, Que Street, N.W;, where he was a member of
the vestry. While at the Geophysidal Laboratory, Smyth began
to consider ordination.34 The visit to England in the summer
of 1924 stimulated his critical interest. After attending
early mass at Exeter Cathedral, he wrote his Tractarian
grandmother:

English cathedral services always make dne mourn for the

life that has fled from Anglican Altars. Thank God there

are many signs of the return of the ancient faith; but I

suppose these great state'churghes mgs? be the last tgs

feel the effect of the quickening Spirit now at work.
While discouraged with the moribund quality of most of the
cathedral worship, he was greatly impressed by Chester
cathedral. In Oxford he visited Cowley and had Sunday dinner

with the monks. Smyth also paid much attention to church

architecture, preferring Saxon and Norman to Gothic.3®
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In February 1925, two months after returning from
Europe, Smyth enrolled full=-time as a theological student at
General Theological Seminary in New York and moved into
residence. G.T.S. records identify him as a postulént of the
diocese of Washington.y7 However, Smyth's léter comments and
the recollections of family members suggest that the bishop
and diocese were not enthusiastic about him nor he about
them. In reflecting later on the decision to attend theoclog-
ical college, Smyth saw it as an attempt to "escape" from
his boredom with science.>8

At General, Smyth did became more aware of the Eng-
lish Christian socialist tradition. He and his roommate,
Edward C. Lewis, who later tried to introduce the Catholic
Sociology movement into the Episcopal Church through the
American Church Union, came upon the Christendom Group mani-

festo, The Return of Christendom, with its introduction by

Charles Gore. Smyth went out and bought one copy for himself
and one for Lewis.39

Smyth did not stay long at General. He was discour=
aged with his prospects in Washington and lacked a clear and
positive vision of what he was doing. After consultation
with Huntington, he decided to accept H.S. Washington's
invitation to travel to Tunisia, where Washington was a
petrographer at the University of Michigan excavation of

Carthage. Smyth described this decision in some notes on his



34

relations with Huntington:
1924: Thinking about priesthood (while at Geophysical
Lab) Visited H.C. [Holy Cross] Discouragement with Pros-
pects in Washington Diocese. Not for me. Fr. Huntington
agreed. "New_Look" gt life. Decideq on_trip gbroig when
C.I. [Carnegie Institute] offered job in Africa.
Washington and Smyth arrived in Tunisia in mid=-April. They
discovered that publicity about the extent of the excavation
was false and there was little work to be done. Smyth left
after ten days and returned to the U.S. The abortive trip
to Carthage marked the end of Smyth's career as a chemist. 4l
In tracing the roots of Smyth's later Christian
Marxism back to his scientific years, one sees a deep com-
mitment to science as rooted in empirical observation and
experimentation. Smyth did not give up this commitment
despite his disillusionment with his work. It would later
inform and shape his commitment to and critique of Marxist
dialectics. On a more personal level, Smyth's years as a
scientist were a period of conforming to other people's
expectations ——:especially those of family and peers. The
decision at the age of 36 to give up-a successful and still
promising career for an unknown future suggests (despite the

lack of financial risk involved) the independence, self-

confidence and courage of his later theology.

3. The Dilettante (1925-1929)

Discouraged with both science and the church, Smyth

sought a new beginning. He spent most of the summer of 1925
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at the Order of the Holy Cross monastery at West Park, N.Y.,
consulting Huntington, driving the monks to their engage-
ments and joining in the monastery's activities. With Smyth
was a twenty-year-old youth, Ethan Allan Brown. Brown became
Smyth's intimate friend. In his Huntington notes, Smyth's
very abbreviated comment is "Returned [from Africal in
spring. Again H.C. {[Holy Cross] New job with E.A.B.
[Brown]". The nature of the work with Brown is not clear.4?
After further consultation with Huntington, Smyth
decided to move to Europe. In late 1925, Smyth éold his
share of the paint company to a Washington businessmen,
Lawrence A. Baker, invested the proceeds and sailed for
Rome. Smyth and Brown settled in the rented top floor of the
fourteenth century Pallazino Mattei in Trastevere.43
From November 1925 to November 1929 Smyth liveq in
Rome, much of the time with Brown. In December Smyth offici-
ally withdrew from G.T.S. without completing any courses.
Smyth's Rome years were spent reading, talking, attending
cultural and social events, collecting art, travelling and
playing tennis. He also continued to write some poetry.44
In October 1927 he describes his life in Italy to
his disapproving uncle:
« « « this apparently idle life in Europe, with plenty
of books to read, plenty of time for tranquil thought,
and many stimulating associations which I have never
found elsewhere, this 1life, I say, satisfies me com-
pletely. Life for me over hére has a positive and abun-

dant happiness which I really believe is achieved by few
people. And after all from the standpoint of any indi-
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vidual, isn't this the most important thing? . . . If I
have any distinction whatever it consists in a great
capacity for the pleasures of a "dilettante." . . . I
have completely given up the notion that I ought to
produce anything. . . . I shall never be idle, but I
doubt whether 1I gver return to America to live for any : -
length of time, 4

Smyth learned to speak Italian well and travelled in aristo-
cratic Italian circles. 46
Smyth began to develop an appreciation for Italian

fascism. In October 1927, as an interpreter for a Washington

Star reporter, he had a half-hour private interview with

Mussolini. In the same letter to his uncle, Smyth expresses

his admiration for him:
After talking with him I shall always find it difficult
to believe that he is other than a man of the greatest
sincerity, or that he is not really unselfish in working
for what he conceives to be the right thing for Italy.
You see, I've rather fallen for him also.

Mussolini described to Smyth his program of land reform:
The big estates are to be allotted in small parcels to
individual peasants, on a half-and-half share principle,
the owner of the estate to supply all the modern machin-
ery such as tractors, etc., free to the peasant out of
his own (the owner's) share of the profits. All farm
machinery is to come in duty free.

Mussolini also described his plans for industrialization

through mass production. The interview was very cordial,

with Mussolini complimenting Smyth on his Italian accent .47

Smyth's letter October 5, 1927 to his uncle, Charles
H. Smyth, Sr., professor of geology at Princeton, which I
have guoted above, makes clear the extent to which Smyth has

iven up the practice of a "career" (whether in science or
g P
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the church) for a life of leisure, thought and aesthetic
experience. He recounts his summer at the seashore near
Viareggio playing tennis, then motoring north over the moun-
tains to the Garda Riviera with its enchanting beauty. He
dreams about buying a small villa outside Rome "with a
little garden and perhaps a tennis court".

He then answers his uncle's criticism of his deci-
sion to give up his scientific career with an account of his
unhappiness in Boston and Washington and his own lack of
vocation as a scientist. Most people, Smyth suggests, would
not be able to move away from such a situation. Smyth
continues,

But I rebel agaihst a meek acceptance of the humdrum. I

thought the church might be an escape. I still felt, you

see, that somehow a "career" was an essential to happi-

ness. From the vantage ground of two years' reflection ,

I am sure that for me this is a mere American prejudice.
Then, in the passage quoted above, Smyth goes on to describe
the "positive and abundant happiness" of his life in Italy.
He has no regrets: ". . . I am glad I had the courage of my
convictions", '

Smyth goes on to describe himself positively as a
"dilettante":

If I have any distinction whatever it consists in a
great capacity for the pleasures of a "dilettante."™ This
is probably an odious word to you, but perhaps after all
it is no mean thing to be a first-class dilettante.

- « « I have completely given up the notion that I ought
to produce anything. I have no sense of duty about it,
in spite of the fact that I was always carefully nur-

tured in this idea. If it does turn out that I produce
anything in the end, that will be so much velvet, a sort
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of extra dividend or melon.4%8
It is clear that in the early years in Rome, Smyth regarded
personal happiness and aesthetic pleasure as his priorities.
Having the financial resources to do 50, he escaped from his
family's expectations of a respectable caréer in science.

Smyth's aesthetic viewpoint is also apparent in his

conversation with Mussolini on industrialization and mass
pfoduction. When Mussolini advocated mass production, Smyth
questioned whether it was not foreign to the Italian spirit.
Mussolini replied that there had been major changes in Ital-
ian attitudes. Smyth continued the argument,

"But," I persisted, "what becomes of the art, the music,

in fact the whole aesthetic and spiritual life of Italy

which the world so rightly and highly prizes in Italy?

What will become of all these things in the industrial

scheme?" ,
Mussolini replied that Italy will always be a land of beauty
and that when it makes an automobile, it will be a beautiful
automobile. "Industrialism can never conquer our sense of
beautf“, he concluded. Smyth comments to his uncle, "Here
was exactly what I myself did not believe."4? Smyth's rejec-
tion of industrialization through mass production is purely
on aesthetic grounds.

Part of Smyth's happiness in Italy was clearly the

friendship with Brown. In early 1926, Smyth wrote Baker that
he was pleased with the progress that Brown was making. They

lived together in the Rome apartment and travelled through-

out Eurcpe. In 1926, Smyth drew up a will leaving Brown all
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his personal possessions and setting up a $60,000 trust fund
for him. Brown came from an impoverished background and
Smyth became his principal means of financial support. They
regarded their possessions as common and Smyth opened a
joint bank account. They commissioned a joint bookplate for
their library.so

Smyth clearly saw himself as having responsibility
for Brown's education. In the beginning of 1927, Brown moved
to London to prepare for entry to university; Smyth directed
his Washington bank to send Brown a monthly allowance. In
the following year, supported by Smyth, he entered Balliol
College, Oxford. In 1929, he moved on to St. Mary's Hospi-
tal, Paddington. (University of London} to study internal
medicine. He was a brilliant studept and won numerous
prizes. When separated, Smyth and Brown maintained an affec-
tionate correspondence.51

Smyth's friendship with Brown was his first major
relationship with someone coming from poverty. Brown had no
means of financial support when Smyth met him. Former s.cC.C.
members recall Smyth telling them that he met Brown stranded
in London, playing in a Salvation Army band, 5?2 Smyth's re-
sponse was generosity. Family members recall that even after
Brown's initial story was proven false, Smyth remained
loyal. The family disapproved of the relationship, feeling

that Brown's motives were primarily financial. Brown's arro-






