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discoveries of Christ already present, whose future coming
the other psalms did but foresignify, they are against the
obstinate incredulity of the Jews, the most luculent testimonies
that Christian religion hath ; yea the only sacred hymns they
are that Christianity hath peculiar unto itself, the other being
songs too of praise and thanksgiving, but songs wherewith as
we serve God, so the Jew likewise.

[3.] And whereas they tell us these songs were fit for that
purpose, when Simeon and Zachary and the Blessed Virgin
uttered them, but cannot so be to us which have not received
like benefit!; should they not remember how expressly
Ezechias amongst many other good things is commended for
this also, that the praises of God were through his appoint-
ment daily set forth by using in public divine service the
songs of David and Asaph unto that very end 2? Either there
wanted wise men to give Ezechias advice, and to inform him
of that which in his case was as true as it is in ours, namely,
that without some inconvenience and disorder he could not
appoint those Psalms to be used as ordinary prayers, seeing
that although they were songs of thanksgiving such as David
and Asaph had special occasion to use, yet not so the whole
Church and people afterwards whom like occasions did not
befall : or else Ezechias was persuaded as we are that the
praises of God in the mouths of his saints are not so restrained

to their own particular, but that others may both conveniently

and fruitfully use them: first, because the mystical communion
of all faithful men is such as maketh every one to be inter-
essed in those precious blessings which any one of them re-
ceiveth at God’s hands: secondly, because when any thing is
spoken to extol the goodness of God whose mercy endureth
for ever, albeit the very particular occasion whereupon it
riseth do come no more, yet the fountain continuing the same,
and yielding other new effects which are but only in some
sort proportionable, a small resemblance between the benefits
which we and others have received, may serve to make the
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same words of praise and thanksgiving fit though not equally
in all circumstances fit for both ; a clear demonstration whereof
we have in all the ancient Fathers’ commentaries and medita-
tions upon the Psalms: last of all because even when there is
not as much as the show of any resemblance, nevertheless
by often using their words in such manner, our minds are
daily more and more inured with their affections.
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XLI. The public estate of the Church of God amongst the Of the

Jews hath had many rare and extraordinary occurrents, which
also were occasions of sundry 3 open solemnities and offices,
whereby the people did with general consent make show of
correspondent affection towards God. The like duties ap-
pear usual in the ancient Church of Christ, by that which
Tertullian speaketh of Christian women matching themselves
with infidels. “She cannot content the Lord with perform-
“ance of his discipline, that hath at her side a vassal whom
“Satan hath made his vice-agent to cross whatsoever the

P T. C. lib. iii. p. 208. [and 1.
107. al. 137.] “These thanksgivings
“ were made by occasion of certain
¢ particular benefits,and are nomore
“to be used for ordinary prayers
¢ than the Ave Maria. So that both

“for this cause and the other before
‘““alleged of the Psalms, it is not con-
“venient to make ordinary prayers
“of them.”

? 2 Chron. xxix. 30.

. “faithful should do. If her presence be required at the time

“of Station or standing prayer, he chargeth her at no time

! [1 Adm. ap. Whitg. Def. 494.
“ They pray that they may be de-
“hvered from thundering and tem-
“pest when no danger is nigh.”]
T. C.lib.1.137. [107.] “ We pray for
“ theavoiding of those dangers which
“are nothing near us, as from light-
“ning and thundering in the midst
“of winter, from storm and tem-
“pest when the weather is most
“fair and the seas most calm. It is
“ true that upon some urgent cala-
“mity a prayer may and ought to be
“framed which may beg either the
“ commodity for want whereof the
“ Church is in distress, or the turn-
“ing away of that mischief which
“either approacheth or is already
“upon it : but to make those pray-
“ ers which are for the present time
“and danger ordinary and daily
“ prayers, I cannot hitherto see any
“ either Scripture or example of the
“ primitive Church. And here for
“the simple’s sake I will set down
“after what sort this abuse crept
“into the Church. There was one
“ Mamercus Bishopof Vienna, which
“in the time of great earthquakes

“which were in France instituted
“ certain supplications, which the
“ Grecians (and we of them) call the
“ Letany, which concerned that
“matter : there is no doubt but as
“ other discommodities rose in other
“ countries they likewise had pray-
“ers accordingly. Now Pope Gre-
“ gory either made himself, or ga-
“thered the supplications that were
“made against the calamities of
‘“ every country, and made of them
“a great Letany or Supplication as
“ Platina calleth it, and gave it to be
“used in all churches : which thing
“albeit all churches might do for
“the time in respect of the case of
“the calamity which the churches
“ suffered, yet there is no cause why
“it should be perpetual that was or-
“ dained but for a time, and why all
“lands should pray to be delivered
“from the incommodities that some
“land hath been troubled with.”
[See also T. C. iii. 204.}

2 [“Letanie,” ed. 1. 1616.]

3 Exod. xv. 20; Wisd. x. 20;
2 Samuel vi. 2; 1 Chron. xiii. 5;
2 Chron. xx. 3; Joel ii. 15.
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“but that to be with him in his baths ; if a fasting-day come
“he hath on that day a banquet to make ; if there be cause
“for the church to go forth in solemn procession, his whole
“family have such business come upon them that no one can
“be spared L”

[2.] These processions as it seemeth were first begun for
the intérring of holy martyrs, and the visiting of those places
where they were entombed. Which thing the name itself
applied by heathens unto the office of exequies? and partly
the speeches of some of the ancient delivered concerning
Christian processions 3, partly also the very dross which su-
perstition thereunto added, I mean the custom of invoking
saints in processions, heretofore usual, do strongly insinuate.
And as things invented to one purpose are by use easily con-
verted to moe*, it grew that supplications with this solemnity

! Tertull. lib. ii. ad Uxor. {c. 4. Néyovres, 8& péons tis méhews éf-
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for the appeasing of God’s wrath, and the averting of public
evils, were of the Greek church termed Litanies ; ! Rogations,
of the Latin. To the people of Vienna (Mamercus being their
Bishop, about 450 years after Christ) there befell many things,
the suddenness and strangeness whereof so amazed the hearts
of all men, that the city they began to forsake as a place which
heaven did threaten with imminent ruin. It beseemed not
the person of so grave a prelate to be either utterly without
counsel as the rest were, or in a common perplexity to shew
himself alone secure. Wherefore as many as remained he
earnestly exhorteth to prevent portended calamities, using
those virtuous and holy means wherewith others in like case
have prevailed with God. To which purpose he perfecteth
the Rogations or Litanies before in use, and addeth unto them
that which the present necessity required. Their good success
moved Sidonius Bishop of Arverna to use the same so cor-
rected Rogations? at such time as he and his people were

“Domino certe non potest pro dis-
“ciplina satisfacere, habens in late-
“re diaboli servum, procuratorem
‘ domini sui ad impedienda fidelium
“studia et officia. Ut si statio fa-
“cienda est, maritus de die condicat
“ad balneas: si jejunia observanda
“sunt, maritus eadem die convivi-
“um exerceat : sz procedendum erit,
“ nunquam magis familiz occupatio
“ adveniat.”]

" # Terent. Andr. [1. i. 100. “fu-
“nus procedit” Phorm. v. 8. 37.
“ Exsequias Chremeti, quibus est
“ commodum ire, hoc tempus est.”]

$ « Martyres tibi querantur in
“cubiculo tuo. Nunquam causa
“ deerit procedendi, si semper quan-
“do necesse est progressura sis.”
Hier. Epist. xxii. ad Eust. [al. xviii.
§17.
* Socrat. lib. vi. c. 8. [0i 'A-
peaviforres, domep EPnuev, o Tis
nwikews Tas ouvaywyds émowoivro®
inika odv éxdarns éBdopdSos éoprai
xarehapBavoy, ¢nut 85 16 re odBBa-
Tov Kai 1) kvpiaxy), €év als ai ovwifeas
xard Tas éxxAnaias eldbaot yiveaba,
attoi &ros rav Tis Wohews mwulNaw

v e . Y
mepl Tas grods afpo{duevor, kai @das
dvripavovs wpos Ty 'Apedvoy Séfav
avrrifévres jjdov' kal ToiTo émoiovw
xard 1O whetgTov pépos THs YukTds®

Und 8¢ Spbpov, 16 Towabra drripwra

necav TGy nmUAGY, kal ToUs Tdmous
évba auvviyyov xarexdufavov . . . . Tére
Oy kal 'lodvwns [Xpuodaropos] edha-
Bnbeis, pymis Téy amlovoréperv Vmd
10y rtooutwy ¢8&y ddeAxval] Tis
ékxAnoias, dvririfpaw avrois Tods rov
i8lov laou, Smws &v kal adrol Tais
vukrepivais  Upvoloyiats oyold{ovres,
dpavpbowot pév TV éxelvav mepi
TobTov omoudiy, PBefaiovs 8¢ rols
oixelovs mpds Tiv éavrev mwioTw ép-
ydowrrar,] Sozom. lib. viii. c. §;
Theod. hb. ii. c. 24; lib. iii. c.
10. {Julian having permitted the
remains of St. Babylas to be re-
moved from Daphne, the Christ-
ians dopévws 16 &\aos karahaBiév-
Tes, kal émi (elyovs refewcores T
Adpvaka, wavdnpel rairhs fyodvro,
Xopelovres xai Thv Aaviriiy ¢8orres
pergdiav, xal xal éxacrov xdhov éme-
Pleyydpevor, * aloywlirwoay mwavres
Yol mpogxvvolvres Tois yAvmrois.”]
Novel. Ixviii. 51. [lxvii. 1. p. 261.
ed. Gothofred. 1688. “ Nulli licen-
“tiam esse neque monasterium ne-
“que ecclesiam neque orationis do-
“mum incipere ®dificare, antequam
“civitatis Deo amabilis [Oeopiéc-
“ raros] episcopus orationem in loco
“faciat, et crucem figat, publicum
“ processum [ dnpociav  mpboodov]
“ipse faciens, et causam manifestam
““omnibus statuens.” Ibid. cxxiii.

cap. 31, 32, are laws for the pro-
tection of the litany services from
disturbance, and forbidding them
to be solemnized except by the
clergy. Both enactments are by
Justinian.]

! Basil. Epist. Ixiii., [al. 207.
t. il 311. ai Awraveiar, ds Vpeis vov
émrndedere. But it is truly observed
by the Benedictine editor, that the
word Litany is not employed here
in its technical sense; no procession
being mentioned orimplied.] Niceph.
(758-828.) lib. xiv. ¢ 3. [“The
“younger Theodosius, having to
“preside at the Circensian games
“in a time of excessive rain, which
“ threatened famine, said to the
“people, ‘It were better for us,
“ deferring the festivity, to appease
“God:’ and they went forth in
¢ procession with the Litany, offer-
“ing hymns to God: and the city
“ with accordant voice became in a
“moment one church.”] Cedren.
(Eleventh Cent.) in Theodos. [juni-
ore, p. 281, ed. Xyland. Basil. 1566.
Zewgpoi peydhot yeydvaow év Kav-
oTarTvoundAel .. . ol yoiw ... marpi
dpxov pera rod kA fpov kal Tob Aaod rais
Aerais [E€w rijs wohews] mpooxaprepaiv-
Tos, mept &pav tpirny, dpve mwdrrev
dpdvrwy fpmdyn veavias eis Tov dépa, kal

fixovae elas Puwrils mapeyyvodans abrg,
dvayyellar 16 émioxéme xai ¢ Aag,
Aravebew otrw, kai Aéyew, "Aytos 6
Oeds, dytos loyupds, dyios dfdvaros,
éXénoov fpas* kal undév érepoy mpoari-
Oévar xai ebféws TovTo YdAAovros Tob
Aaol, éoty & oeapds. "Ofev 6 Baoi-
Aeds Ocoddoros, xal # pakapia TIovh-
X<pia, Umepayagfévres 1¢ Oalpar,
€6éomaay kara wagav olkovuévny odre
YaXkegbar Tov Belov Tuvor.]

? Sidon. (430-487.) lib. vii. Epist.
I.[ad Mamercum. “Rumor est,
“ Gothos in Romanum solum castra
“movisse. Huic semper irruptioni
“nos miseri Arverni janua sumus. .
“ Solo tamen invectarum te auctore
“ Rogationum palpamur auxilio...
“ Non enim latet nostram sciscita-
* tionem, primis temporibus ha-
“rumce supplicationum instituta-
“ rum civitas calitus tibi credita per
“ cujusmodi periculorum terricula-
“menta vacuabatur. Nam modo
“scena meenium publicorum cre-
“ bris terrae motibus concutiebantur;
“ nunc ignes sazpe flammati caducas
“ culminum cristas superjecto favil-
“larum monte tumulabant; nunc
“stupenda foro cubilia collocabat
“audacium pavenda mansuetudo
“ cervorum : cum tu inter ista dis-
“cessu primorum populariumque
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after afflicted with famine, and besieged with potent adversa-
ries. For till the empty name of the empire came to be settled
in Charles the Great, the fall of the Romans’ huge dominion
concurring with other universal evils, caused those times to be
days of much affliction and trouble throughout the world. So
that Rogations or Litanies were then the very strength, stay,
and comfort of God’s Church. Whereupon in the year 506
it was by the council of Aurelia decreed?, that the whole
Church should bestow yearly at the feast of Pentecost three
days in that kind of processionary service. About half an hun-
dred years after, to the end that the Latin churches which all
observed this custom might not vary in the order and form of
those great Litanies which were so solemnly every where exer-
cised, it was thought convenient by Gregory the First and the
best of that name to draw the flower of them all into one 2.
[3-] But this iron began at the length to gather rust. Which
thing the synod of Colen saw and in part redressed within
that province?, neither denying the necessary use for which
such Litanies serve, wherein God’s clemency and mercy is
desired by public suit, to the end that plagues, destructions,
calamities, famines, wars, and all other the like adversities,
which for our manifold sins we have always cause to fear, may

“statu urbis exinanito, ad nova ce- “magis plebs universa conve-

‘“ler veterum Ninevitarum exempla
“ decurristi. .. Qua devotione placa-
“ tus inspector pectorum Deus, fecit
“ esse obsecrationem vestram vobis
“saluti, ceeteris imitationi, utrisque
“presidio .. ... Qua omnia sciens
“ populus-iste, Viennensibus tuis et
‘“accidisse prius et non accessisse
¢ posterius, vestigiatam sacrosancte
‘ informationis amplectitur, sedulo
“ petens, ut conscienti® tuz bea-
“titudo mittat orationum suarum
“suffragia, quibus exempla trans-
“misit” Biblioth. Patr. Colon. V.
1020.]

! Concil. (First Council of Or-
leans, 511 (not 506) Can. 27.) tom.
ii. p. 513. [iv. 1408. E. “Rogationes,
“i.e. Litanias ante ascensionem
“ Domini ab omnibus ecclesiis pla-
“cuit celebrari: ita ut preemissum
“triduanum jejunium in dominicze
‘“ ascensionis festivitate solvatur :
¢ per quod triduum servi et ancille
“ab omni opere relaxentur, quo

“ niat,”]

? [See Palmer’s Origines Litur-
gice, i. 267-272.]

® Concil. tom. v. anno 1536.
[Conc. Colon. i p. 9. c. 7, 8; xiv.
546, 547. “ Quod processiones per
“agros et campos peraguntur, ra-
“tionem quidem habet, nempe
“quod populus oret, ut segetes ac
‘“fruges terree a Domino conser-
“ventur: verum ut alia plurima,
‘‘ita et hic mos hominum malitia
“depravatus est, quod per occa-
‘“sionem talis deambulationis, qua
“Deo placando erat instituta, multa
‘“scelera committantur. Quam-
“obrem nobis satius videtur, ut
“ hee, alieque supplicationes ac pro-
“cessiones, de caxtero intra septa
“ecclesiarum religiose fiant, ac ut
“in templo, loco precationibus pe-
“ culiariter dedicato, oretur Deus,
‘“ habeaturque tum pius rei ac tem-
“pori conveniens ad populum com-
“ monitorius sermo.”]
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be turned away from us and prevented through his grace;
nor yet dissembling the great abuse whereunto as sundry
other things so this had grown by men’s improbity and malice,
to whom that which was devised for the appeasing of God’s
displeasure gave opportunity of committing things which
justly kindled his wrath. For remedy whereof it was then
thought better, that these and all other supplications or pro-
cessions should be no where used but only within the walls of
the house of God, the place sanctified unto prayer. And by us
not only such inconveniences being remedied, but also whatso-
ever was otherwise amiss in form or matter, it now remaineth
a work, the absolute perfection whereof upbraideth with error
or somewhat worse them whom in all parts it doth not satisfy.

[4.] As therefore Litanies have been of longer continuance
than that we should make either Gregory or Mamercus the
author of them, so they are of more permanent use than that
now the Church should think it needeth them not. What
dangers at any time are imminent, what evils hang over our
heads, God doth know and not we. We find by daily ex-
perience that those calamities may be nearest at hand, readiest
to break in suddenly upon us, which we in regard of times
or circumstances may imagine to be farthest off. Or if they
do not indeed approach, yet such miseries as being present
all men are apt to bewail with tears, the wise by their prayers
should rather prevent. Finally, if we for ourselves had a
privilege of immunity, doth not true Christian charity require
that whatsoever any part of the world, yea any one of all our
brethren elsewhere doth either suffer or fear, the same we
account as our own burden? What one petition is there
found in the whole Litany, whereof we shall ever be able at any
time to say that no man living needeth the grace or benefit
therein craved at God’s hands? I am not able to express how
much it doth grieve me, that things of principal excellency
should be thus bitten at, by men whom God hath endued
with graces both of wit and learning for better purposes,

BOOK V.

Ch. xli. 4.
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XLII. We have from the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Of Athana-
Christ received that brief confession of faith which hath been 5SS Creed,

! T.C.lib. i. p. 137. [107.] “The “It was first brought into the
“like may be said of the Gloria “Church to the end that men
“Patri and the Athanasius’ Creed, “thereby should make an open

and Gloria
Patril,
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always a badge of the Church, a mark whereby to discern
Christian men from Infidels and Jews. “This faith received
“from the Apostles and their disciples,” saith Irenzus!, “ the
“ Church though dispersed throughout the world, doth not-

“withstanding keep as safe as if it dwelt within the walls
“ of some one house, and as uniformly hold, as if it had but
“one only heart and soul ; this as consonantly it preacheth,
“ teacheth, and delivereth, as if but one tongue did speak for
“all. As one sun shineth to the whole world, so there is no
“faith but this one published, the brightness whereof must
“enlighten all that come to the knowledge of the truth.”

“This rule,” saith Tertullian?,

“Christ did institute; the

“stream and current of this rule hath gone as far, it
“hath continued as long, as the very promulgation of the

“ Gospel.”

[2.] Under Constantine the emperor about three hundred
years and upward after Christ, Arius a priest in the church of
Alexandria, a subtle-witted and a marvellous fair-spoken man,

“profession in the Church of the
“divinity of the Son of God against
“the detestable opinion of Arius

“and his disciples, wherewith at
‘“that time marvellously swarmed
“almost the whole Christendom.
“Now that it hath pleased the
“Lord to quench that fire, there is
“no such cause why these things
“should be in the Church, at the
“least why that Gloria Patri should
“be so often repeated.” [Strype,
Aylm. 71. - “The Bishop silenced
‘“one Huckle, a minister in his
“diocese,....an impugner of the
“book, and a gatherer of night

conventlcles, and more lately a
“ousy disputer against Athanasius’
“ Creed.” They attacked the Nicene
Creed also. Adm. ap. Whitg. Def.
580. “The Nicene Creed was not
“read in their communion; we have

“it in ours.”]

! Iren. lib. i cap. 3. [al c. 10,
P 46. ‘H p.ev exKXr]ma, Kamsp xad’
okqs Tis oikovpérns ems m‘parwv s
yns Bccan’app.wr,, 1rapa 8¢ rav 'Amo-
orokwv, kai Tov éxelvoy pabnrov mwa-
pakaBovoa Ty els éva Oedv, Harépa
mavtokpdropa . .. wigTw . .. kal els €va

Xptorov 'Ir]trouv . xal ely Oveipa
dytoy . ..., ToUTO 'ro xr)pvy;ta wapet-
)u;(ﬁma, kai TauTiy TV ma"rw, os
1rpo¢¢apev, 7 ékkhnaia, kaimep év SN
T® xoa-p.n) Bnea'wap;uw], emps)\ws‘ dw-
Xao'aﬂ, os eva oixoy omouo-a Kai
opoum' mo"reua 'rourms, os plav Yrv-
x']l’ Kﬂl T’)V au‘rqv ExOUa'a KapBLav
kal cuupodves rtaira xr]puoa'u, Kul
stamm, kai ﬂapaatﬁwmv, os &
a"ropa xexmp.svr) ersp 6 r';')\ws,
T xrurp.a ToU eeov, w i\ 10 kocr-
P(l) EIS Kat é GUTOS’ OUTﬂ) Kdl TO K?)'
pvypa TS u)\qestas' mavrayy ¢awu,
xai Qaurife ﬂavras avBpbdmovs ToUs
Bovhopévous €is émiyvoow dAnbeias
éXbeiv.]

% Tertull. de Prescr. advers.
Heeret. [c. “Hec regula a
“ Christo . zmizluta nullas habet
“apud nos quaestlones, nisi quas
“hareses inferunt, et qua hare-
‘“ticos faciunt.”] et advers. Prax.
[c. 2. “Hanc regulam ab initio
“ E vangelii decucurrisse, etiam ante

prlores quosque hereticos, nedum

‘“’ante Praxean hesternum, probabit
“tam ipsa posteritas omnium hee-
“reticorum, quam ipsa novellitas
“ Praxez hesterni.”]

Nicene Creed. Secret Progiess of Arianism. 177

but discontented that one should be placed before him in
honour, whose superior he thought himself in desert, became
through envy and stomach prone unto contradiction, and bold
to broach at the length that heresy, wherein the deity of our
Lord Jesus Christ contained but not opened in the former
creed, the co-equality and co-eternity of the Son with the
Father was denied. Being for this impiety deprived of his
place by the bishop of the same church, the punishment
which should have reformed him did but increase his obsti-
nacy, and give him occasion of labouring with greater earnest-
ness elsewhere to entangle unwary minds with the snares of
his damnable opinion. Arius in short time had won to himself
anumber both of followers and of great defenders, whereupon
much disquietness on all sides ensued. The emperor to
reduce the Church of Christ unto the unity of sound belief,
when other means whereof trial was first made took no effect,
gathered that famous assembly of three hundred and eighteen
bishops in the council of Nice, where besides order taken for
many things which seemed to need redress, there was with
common consent for the settling of all men’s minds, that other
confession of faith set down which we call the Nicene Creed,
whereunto the Arians themselves which were present sub-
scribed also; not that they meant sincerely and in deed
to forsake their error, but only to escape deprivation and exile,
which they saw they could not avoid openly persisting in their
former opinions when the greater part had concluded against
them, and that with the emperor’s royal assent. Reserving
therefore themselves unto future opportunities, and knowing
that it would not boot them to stir again in a matter so
composed, unless they could draw the emperor first and by his
means the chiefest bishops unto their part, till Constantine’s
death and somewhat after they always professed love and
zeal to the Nicene faith ; yet ceased not in the meanwhile to
strengthen that part which in heart they favoured, and to
infest by all means under colour of other quarrels their
greatest adversaries in this cause : amongst them Athanasius
especially, whom by the space of forty-six years, from the
time of his consecration to succeed Alexander archbishop in
the church of Alexandria till the last hour of his life in this

world, they never suffered to enjoy the comfort of a peaceable
VOL. 11.
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day. The heart of Constantine stolen from him. Constantius
Constantine’s successor his scourge and torment by all the
ways that malice armed with sovereign authority could
devise and use. Under Julian no rest given him. And in
the days of Valentinian as little. Crimes there were laid to
his charge many, the least whereof being just had bereaved
him of estimation and credit with men while the world
standeth. His judges evermore the selfsame men by whom
his accusers were suborned. Yet the issue always on their
part, shame ; on his, triumph. Those bishops and prelates,
who should have accounted his cause theirs, and could not
many of them but with bleeding hearts and with watered
cheeks behold a person of so great place and worth constrained
to endure so foul indignities, were sure by bewraying their
affection towards him to bring upon themselves those moles-
tations, whereby if they would not be drawn to seem his
adversaries, yet others should be taught how unsafe it was to
continue his friends.

[3.] Whereupon it came to pass in the end, that (very few
excepted) all became subject to the sway of time ; other odds
there was none amongst them, saving only that some fell
sooner away, some later, from the soundness of belief; some
were leaders in the host of impiety, and the rest as common
soldiers, either yielding through fear, or brought under with
penury, or by flattery ensnared, or else beguiled through
simplicity, which is the fairest excuse that well may be made

for them. Yea (that which all men did wonder at) Osius the

ancientest bishop that Christendom then had, the most forward
in defence of the Catholic cause and of the contrary part most
feared, that very Osius with whose hand the Nicene Creed
itself was set down and framed for the whole Christian world
to subscribe unto, so far yielded in the end as even with the
same hand to ratify the Arians’ confession, a thing which
they neither hoped to see, nor the other part ever feared, till
with amazement they saw it done. Both were persuaded
that although there had been for Osius no way but either
presently subscribe or die, his answer and choice would have
been the same that Eleazar’s was?!, “ It doth not become our
“ age to dissemble, whereby many young persons might think,
1 2 Mac. vi. 24.

Fall of Osius.  Impolicy of the Catholics. 179

“that ! Osius an hundred years old and upward were now BOOKYV.
“gone to another religion, and so through mine hypocrisy Ch x4 s.
———

“(for alittle time of transitory life) they might be deceived by
“me, and I procure malediction and reproach to my old age.
“For though I were now delivered from the torments of
“men, yet could I not escape the hand of the Almighty,
“ neither alive nor dead.” But such was the stream of those
times, that all men gave place unto it, which we cannot but
impute partly to their own oversight. For at the first the
emperor was theirs, the determination of the council of Nice
was for them, they had the Arians’ hands to that council.
So great advantages are never changed so far to the contrary,
but by great error.

[4.] It plainly appeareth that the first thing which weakened
them was their security. Such as they knew were in heart
still affected towards Arianism, they suffered by continual
nearness to possess the minds of the greatest about the
emperor, which themselves might have done with very good
acceptation, and neglected it. In Constantine’s lifetime to
have settled Constantius the same way had been a duty of
good service towards God, a mean of peace and great quiet-
ness to the Church of Christ, a labour easy, and how likely we
may conjecture, when after that so much pain was taken to
instruct and strengthen him in the contrary course, after that
so much was done by himself to the furtherance of heresy, yet
being touched in the end voluntarily with remorse, nothing
more grieved him than the memory of former proceedings in
the cause of religion, and that which he now foresaw in
Julian, the next physician into whose hands the body that was
thus distempered must fall 2,

[5.] Howbeit this we may somewhat excuse, inasmuch as
every man’s particular care to his own charge was such as
gave them no leisure to heed what others practised in princes’
courts. But of the two synods of Arimine and Seleucia what
should we think? Constantius by the Arians’ suggestion had
devised to assemble all the bishops of the whole world about
this controversy, but in two several places, the bishops of the

! Major centenario. Sulpit. Sever. Hist. lib. ii. [c. 54.]
? [Greg. Nagz, Orat, 21. t.1. 389.]



